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ABUKEVIATIONS USED 



CSS Civilian Security Suspect 

CSC Central Security Cuaaictee 

CTZ Corps Tactical Zone 

GVM Gov«riuBent of Vletnaa 

MACV Military Asaiatance Couiand, Vietnam 

PSC Provincial Security Coaaittee 

PV Pri sonar of War 

BVM Eepubllc of Victaaa 

VC Viet Cong 



I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

This handbook suaMrizes briefly the legal aapecta con- 
nected with the apprehension, cuatody, Hcreenlntf, adatnlatra- 
tive detention, and trial of civilians suspected of offenses 
against the national security of tie Republic of Vletnaa (RVN). 
This includes those civilian auapects known in current terain- 
ology as "civil defendants", "civil detainees", and "VC 
suspects. • The tera Civilian Security Suspect (CSS) will bs 
used, to Include all such Individuala. 

The study has been aade in response to nuaerous requeste 
for clarification as to the law on the above aattera. Un- 
fortunately, both the law and the procedures Involved are 
often lacking In def Inlteness, coherence, and unlforalty. 
This Is due to factors such as historical developaent, war, 
insurgency, and attendant political and adalnistrative dis- 
organization. 

The legal systea of South Vletnaa has both French and 
Oriental roots. In addition, the law is not the saae throujh- 
out the country, due to French colonial subdivisions. The 
Criainal Code of South Vletnaa (the French Crlalnal Code, aa 
aodlfled by Decree of 31 Dec. 1912) is applicable in the 
foraer Cochin China and aost of the Central Highlands, while 
the Crlalnal Code of Central Vletnaa, 1933 (foraer ly used 
in Annas), is applied in the reaalnder of the Republic. 
Other factors arlsinK out of colonial and local law and 
practices have a bearing on the subject aatter. 

The fact that laws and regulations are no* published 
only in the Vietnaaese language, and that copies and trans- 
lations are not readily obtainable, aakes research and 
analyals difficult. Indexes and guides to the law are 
inadequate. Governaent of Vletnaa (GVN) authorities theaselvea 
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often find it difficult to ascertain the Uw on . given 
.ubject. ,or tha.e re..on. it wa. considered particularly 
l-porfnt to direct attention toward th. practical working, 
of th« sjratea. 

Ho •ffort 1. .ade in thl. .hort treatl.e to dl.cua. or 
•olv. difficult operational-Ugal proble... Rather, thl. 
handbook i. a li.ited fir.t atte.pt at recording the ba.ic 
•xiatlng law and practlc, a. a point of departure for con- 
.Ideratio. of .olutlon. for .pecific proble.. and for .ub..- 
^ Qu.nt r.vl..d and i.proved .u«ari... The ad.ent of th. new 

\ Con.titutio. (pro.ulgated 1 April 1967) and the in.taU.tion 

on 31 Octob.r 1967 of th. new govern.ent thereunder hav. 
•iready r.«.Ued In ,u..tion. being rai.ed a. to certain exl.t- 
iog .urgency law. and r.gul.tion.. iv.ntually .any of th... 
•Ill b. chaMad. kf racodiflcation. and «»dlf ication., .o.. 
of which ar« now Xa th. planning .tag.. 



8.G.H. 



Saigon, VLtnaa 
0.c.ab.r 1M7 
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I . OF FLNSES AGAIN ST NAT IONAL SfcCUHlTY 

1. To combat coaaunlst Hubverelon and inuurgency, 
succeB.lve govern.ent. of the Republic of Vletaa. (RVN) have 
promulgated e.ergency enact. ent. .ettlng forth otfeneee 
against the national security. The extre.ely difficult 
political and aiUtary situation has afforded a poor en- 
vlronaent for law-.aklng, .o that the resulting collection 
of Decrees and Decree-LawH doe. not for. a haraonious and 
co.prehensl ve whole. 

2. The new Constitution, pro.ulgated I April 1967, 
provides In Article 4: 

a. The Republic of Vietna. opposes Coa.unlB. 
in any for.. 

b. Every activity designed to publicize or 
carry out CoauaunlM is prohibited. 

The public policy i. thu. clear, it being left for specific 

enact.entH to define offense, and provide punlsh.ent therefor. 

3. Under the new Constitution, the authority of the 
Executive to Issue decrees 1. very li.lted. i>egl.lative 
authority la vested in the National Asse.bly. However, 
for the purposes of this study, it will be assuaed that the 
existing executive decrees in the field of national security 
will continue In force until repealed, superseded or nullified 
by legislative, executive or Judicial act. 

4. For purpose, of convenience, we will separate the 
offenses under group headings and will use ter.lnology 

e. ployed In the decrees. However, it should be understood 
that such legal ter.s are not 8ynonyM)us with those defined 
and e.ployed in Western law book, or dictionaries. We will 
also concern our.elve. only with persons owing allegiance 
to the Republic of Vietnam. 
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rtM MOU THAN riVt VSAJIS Oa By DEATH' 

V u«d.r .61. h««„. „. .„ 
.r...o„. ..p.„,..., ^^^^ 

..oc, r..o,t. or frrorl.., .„a d.r.ct.. .,..„„ 

d.«.o,. or ,.en,tl.., prohibit... „t 

.or.. b..o.. A brl.r a.«rlp.loo «... o, ..... 

r.f.r.M.. ,o »b. ,..,ci,.d ,„Uo«.: 
Ordlntnc. «T ot 21 Amu.t 1956 
». ■••r uru agAln.. ,h. rvk. ir..4(i) 
" •".•""■•""oo .g.,„ot th. 

Art. iak4(2) 

c. Help the personnMi nt . # 

or . cp..u„i.t or,;.„^i,.\;-;" S",^;"- 

•nter or Uv. on Vl.tn....e frrlto?; ^ 

Art. I (5)44(2) 



Ilii^T ^"'"'•■•"o" to * foreign 



•. ■abotac* d«f*nM ordnaoc*. 

f. Uad«rBip# public or «lUt*ry 
•oral*. ' 



Art.2(l)44(^ 
Art.2(3)M(2) 

Art. 2(4)14(2) 



I:?ioi&l:' -ubfrfuge or Without 

• Art.3M(2) 

b. Carry oq coMuolcatlona prejudicial 
to aatloMl defsMM F^ejuaiciai 

oexeaM. Art.3(a)M(2) 

1. 



J. 



k. 



Art. 5 



or agr.. to do. 
•ny of til* above acta. 

Porsoonal for a co^nuai.t orgaoi»«tloJ . 

Art. 7(3) 

iion. viib tb. p.rMna.1 of . co««uni.. 

ot M „,to. 10 ,j„ or ..r! Art. 7(4) 
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Knowingly cany uii coMMerclai tranu- 

actluiiB, whether Ulrectly or IhruuKh 

otherH, with the peruunnei ot a 

coaaunlut organization ur the citizens 

or agents of an eneay nation in tiae 

of war. Art. 7(5) 



Prejudice the territorial integrity of 
the country or cauae the HVN to loue 
control over any part of her territory 



Art.8< I) 



n. Conspire with foreign agents with intent 
to prejudice the ailitary or diploaatic 
situation of the HVN. Art. 8(2) 

o. Unauthorized entry into restricted areas 

around defense inata 1 lations Art. 8(6) 

p. Aiders and abettors are defined (Art. 9) 
and are liable to the saae punishaent 
as those who actually coaait the criae 
(Art. 59, Penal Code of South Vietnaa). 

q. Failure to infora the authorities of 

prohibited tctivitiea ia punishable. Art. 10 

Law No. 10/59 of 6 May 1959 

r. Listed acts of sabotage or terrorise, 
or atteapta thereat, coaaitted with 
specified intent are puniahable. Art.llt2 

B. Adhere to an organization as a aeaber, 
or conspire with others, ao aa to aid 
in the planning or coeaisalon of the 
foregoing offeosea. Art. 3 

Decree-Law Ho. 18/64 of 7 August 1964 

t. Terrorista, aaboteura, and apeculatora 
who injure the nation's econoay, 
apprehended en flagrant d^lit , will be 
sentenced to~death . Art. 5 

Decree-Law Wo. 0 04/65 of 19 July 1965 

u. Any person who Joins a coaauniat organi- 
zation or conspires with the coaauniuta, 
to bear ares against the RVN. shall be 
sentenced to death and total or partial 
confiacation of hia property. Art. 14 

V. A person who rebels (against the RVN), 
or recruits troops and furnishes thea 
with weapons and aa«unltion, without 
order or authorization froa the Govern- 
■ent, shall be sentenced to death. Art. 15 

w. Inciting a aob, in order to disturb the 

aecurlty of the state. Art. 16 




». DlbtiealnatlnK co«i»uiilt.t propagactda or 
dlrttctlveu. utteBptlng to uiideralne 
the aotl-coMuitlut splrll of the country 
or to prejudice the struKKle of the 
people and the Aared Forces, plotting 
to act under gulae of peace or neutral 
lo accordance «ith coMuolat doctrine. Art. 17 



Decree- Lew No. 004/66 of 15 February 1966 

y. Hool Iganiea : Carrying illegal weapons 
wITHout Justified reason and with intent 
to coMlt other offenees; forging or 
using forged peraitB. Art. 20 

Those persons who gather in asseablage 
Of two or aore and attack, resist or 
obstruct the public forces in their 
duties shall be put to death. The kill- 
lug of such offenders la self defease 
•tell ^ sxcussd. Art. 22 



mRHSES PUMISMABLI BY IMPRISONMSKT FOtt FIVE YKAAS OR LK88* 



Decree- Law Mo. 93/ aL/CT of I February 1964 

s. Acts is furtherance of Cossunisa or pro- 

Cosausist NeutraliSB Art.lfc2 

Law Mo, 004/65 of 17 May 1965 

aa. Coaaunlst propaganda and political activity: 
substastially the saae prohibited activities 
ss In subparagraph "x" above. 

(In general, activity described under "aa" 
and aay be charged uader "x" , which is 

a subssQusnt enactaeot providing heavier 
sentenoes during the State of War de- 
• Ursd 14 June 1965.) 

Draft IvasioD and Desertion 

bb. Draft svaders and their accoaplices are 
subject to sentsoce of conflneaent at 
hard labor. 

Art. 10- 13, Decree-Law 4/65 of 19 July 1965; 
Art. 11, Decree-Law 4/66 of 15 Feb. 1966 

CO. Deserters and their accoaplices are subject 
to sentence of conflneaent at hard labor or 
to death, depending on the clrcuastances of 
desertion. Their sentence is to be served 
In ailitary field labor battalions. 

Art. 1-3, Decree-Lav No. 015/66 of 31 April 1966 



•These offenses are usually characterized In charges anfl 
indictaents as "endangering the national security" or 
"Jeopardizing tbs national security." gee Article 91 
I>enal Code of South fletnas. 



6 . Co ma*-'"ta 

a. In spile of the ieprovlsed nature of the laws 
setting out offenses against the national security, they 
are broad in scope and are able to afford substantial 
protection for the RVN. They should be co-pletely revised 
when conditions sake this feasible, and eventually should 
be superseded by appropriate provisions in new Codes of 
Crisinal Law and of Criainal Procedure. 

b. It is doubtful that aere aeabershlp in a 
coaaunlst controlled organization is a punishable offense 
under existing laws; soae definite intent or act specified 
inthe laws sust also be shown. However, it appears that 
an individual who engages in any substantial and provable 
Viet Cong activity can be charged with an offense under one 
or aore of the various provisions of law suaaarized above. 
Also, as will be seen below, the Security Coaaittees can 
take action on a case even though a crisinal act cannot be 
proven. 

c. In lieu of aaklng out a case based on positive 
acts detriaental to the national sscurity. or in addition 
thereto, the CVH is often able to charge and prove Desertion 
froa the traed forces. Draft Evasion, or the forging or use 
of False Identification docuaents or peraits. 

d. Adequate evidence of the co»iisslon of an 
offense, available in usable fora. is necessary to support 
the arrest, teaporary custody, and trial of a CSS. The 
rsquireaents are less strict, in order to support adainistra- 
tive detention by Security Coaaittee procedure. 

e. The basis for the various eaergency enact- 
aents and for special punishaents and procedures lies in 
declarations of National Esergency and of war. especially 



Ordln.nc. Mo. Ol/UBLOQG of 24 Juam 1965 (State of War) and 
D«cr»«-L*. No. ai5/8L/CT of 7 Augu.t 1964 (Stat, of Baergency) 

H. LEGAL SCRKKNI HG 

1 - 

I. Suspttota oapturad by tha military ara acr«enad 

unda» ttolr •up^rvlaloo. irlth tha following raaulta: 

Claaajficatloo Dlapoaltlon 

Inoocant Civilian s«t free 

Prlaonar of War To PW Caap 

i^T iJ'".*?*^"''^*' Suapact To civil authorliloa 
■ol Cbanh (Baturaaa) To Chlau Hoi center 

Co«#« Crl^aal to civil authorltlea 

Intarrogatloa IntaXllgenca purpoaea la carried out while 
tHa d#tal»M !• imdar .lUtary control or at an Intwogatlon 
Cantar. 

• . pivill^ Sacurity Sunp^ta thua received into a 
datantloa oMp or Jail, and thoM turned over by pnraaiiitary 
unit, or Mrraatotf by th« police, are queatlonad and invaatl- 
gated by fcba police. Thay nra than turned over to a allitary 
court for trial |f tbera appeara to be aufficieot evidonce; 
otbervlM, tbay fra beld for procaaaing by the Provincial 
Socurlty OOMlttfa. 

>. It app^fra that, aa a practical .attar, the Dlatrict 
Chief pr thm Profince Chief haa tba power to raleaM a CBS 
who la uotf«r bia Juriadlction, by finding his to ba an 
Inooceat CIvIUm. Thl. 1. umially true of tba Police Chief 
aioo. ( 

4. A broad definition of Prlaoner of Mar haa beoo 
•dopted by MACV (Directive Mo. |»0-3 of 6 April 1967. p.ra 3b).. 
A detainee .ay ba clasaified aa a P« If he waa capturod while 
•ngaglag in eoabat or a belligerent act. or la a ...ber of 
tba Wat Cong forpaa; but a terroriat. aaboteur or apy 
dooa not qualify |or PV atatua. It la not neceaaary. 

^ new MACW DlfecTTv on the .ubjecf -ra-cOrr-eHrry -nrbre- 
paratlon. The coaaenta Mde m thia paragraph 4 are con- 
siatent with the draft Directive now being ataffed. 
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however, that the dtitalnee aeet the atandards of Article 4 

of the Geneva Convention Relative to the Treataent of 

Prisoners of War (1949). by being a aeaber of an organized 

military force, wearing dlatinctlve Inaignla and carrying 

arMM openly, Irregulara aay thua be claaaified aa PV'a, 

in a proper caae. Political and adainlatratlve inf raatructure 

ordinarily should not be so claaaified, in accordance with 

the following MACV-J2 aessage of 25 May 1967: 

"3. Meabers of infrastructure, various 
a8uociations , and political cadre, draft 
evaders, deserters, and those suspected 
of having violated the laws of RVN will 
noraally be classified as civil defendants 
and not PV'a unless they are actually en- 
gaged in an overt hoatile act at the tlae 
of capture." 

Considerable variation in screening practice occurs, partic- 
ularly aa between the acreenlng operationa conducted by the 
different Free World forces. Rescreening teaas are at work 
to reaove froa PW campa persons laproperly classified aa PW'a. 

5. The following aay be claaaified aa Returneea, pro- 
vided they aeet the current r^quiraaenta of the Chleu Hoi 
prograa : 

"Any persona who have given active support 
to allitary. political or econoalc activitiea 
of the Viet Cong, or the KVA, and who volun- 
tarily decide to return to the side of the 
Governaent of Vietnaa. The service with the 
VC/HVA aay have been voluntary or involuntary. 
However, the act of return ahould be volun- 
tary . "♦ 



III. ARRKST AND TEMPORARY CUSTODY 



I. The written law on thia aubject la not readily 
available in coaprehenai ve fora, either to the public or 
to the responsible authorities. It consists largely of 



"*Trora '^The~CHfeu HoTnPrograiT: QuesTfohs and Answers", 
Chlea Hoi Division, MACCORDS, June 1967. 
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various •nacta.nt. of th« French which .r* .till applied in 
thm lUpublio of Vietna., plui* seVaral GVW llini.terial 

dir.cUv«. aik4 order.. However, there i. a certain uniformity 
of practice ip the country as to arrest and custody of persons 
suspectsd of t'fensss against ths national security. 

^ P«t«on who is found in the act of coasitting s 
•orlou* oriM or shortly aftsr its ccissioo or in possession 
of Incrisinatinc evidence (i.e.. sn flagrant d^lit ) say be 
arrsstsd by t%m public author ities~^r indeed by any citizen. 
Offsnsss M»l4«t the National Security are serious crises 
and ths foregolnc applies. An set of terroris- would fall 
undsr this ruU. A civilian so arrested is required to be 
turssd over proaptly to the civil authorities. 

3. A psrson suspected of an offense against ths national 
•ecurlty My b» taken into custody or suwK>ned to the police 
■tatlos ssd hold up to twenty-four hours for questioning and 
Invsstlfstloa. 

4. Wlthlt twenty-four hours after receiving custody of 
s suspsot, ths police should rslsass hi. or obtain per.ission 
fro. ths Prossqutor of the cognisant court to bold hi. longer 
In order to coiiplste ths prell.iosry investigation. The 
Prosscutor mmf »uthorl«s additional periods of tssporary 
custody. 

ft. The coppleted police report is delivered to the 
Prosscutor. Cosfine.ent of the accused .ay be continued 
during addltionsl investigation by the court and pending trial. 

«. There is no habeas corpus procedure for testing the 
validity of ths detentioa and obtaining the release of the 
*«cussd. On ocossion. psrsons are held for long periods of 
ti.e during investigation. However, the period of detention 
••siting trial is taJien into account when calculating the 
tise to be served by a convicted person. 
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7. Arrests should be nade pursuant to a warrant iesued 

y 

by competent authority except in a case of flagrant de llt or 
where there is danger that the suspect will flee the juris- 
diction. Since security auBpects are particularly likely to 
learn of an lapending arrest and flee, they are cowaonly 
arrested without a warrant, although one say be obtained 
later. Likewise, per.ission for detention beyond 24 hours 
is often obtained after that period has expired. 

8. Local variations in the above procedures occur. 
For exa.ple, the per.ission to hold a suspect longer than 
twenty-four hours is at ti.es obtained fro. certain other 
officials when the Prosecutor of the court having Jurisdiction 
is not readily available. 

9. The foregoing general rules are applicable to 
offenses (such as fl a grant de'lit ) where there is adequate 
concrete evidence and which are considered appropriate for 
iuediate prosecution in the .ilitary courts. For the .any 
other cases, which fall under the cognizance of the Security 
Co..ittee8, special procedures have been prescribed by 
Ministerial orders. These provide that the investigation 
.ust be coapleted within five days. If a supplesental in- 
vestigation is required, it .ust bs coapleted in one iu>nth. 
at which ti.e the dossier is to be presented to the Security 
Com.lttee. Any further detention for purposes of Investi- 
gation .ust be authorized by the Minister of Interior. All 
detentions of security offenders are to be reported to higher 
authority (Province Chief, or Mayor of autonoM>us city) within 
twenty-four hours. 

10. The existence of two sets of rules on arrest and 
custody has created considerable confusion on the subject. 

In addition, rules and instructions soMtl.es are not followed. 




Howev*r. there seeM to be no lack of power in the authorltleM 
to arrest and to hold a auapect until his case la investigated 
and disposed of by adainlatrative or judicial action. It is 
nscssMry. of course, that sufficient evidence be developed 
•od adequately presented, to Justify the arrest or continued 
custody, tosolute and effective action on the part of the 
authorities are ftl«o essential. 

II. It should be Mentioned in closing this topic that a 
person who aakea an arrest or isprisons another, without due 
authority is law, is subject to fine and isprlson«ent. 
<Penal Code of South Vletnaa. Article 341.) Also, the new 
Constltutios of I April 1967. provides in Article 7 that a 
person who is unjustly detained and later pronounced innocent 
• ay sue the Stats for cospensatory dasages. 

raOCESSIiiG AMD DCTEWIOW BY PROVINCIAL SECURITY COMMITTEE 
i. Civilian Security Suspects who are turned over to 
th. civil authorities by capturing forces, and sany of those 
arrested by the police, are processed by the Security Cossittee 
tor the Province or autonoawus city or area. Theae coMittees 
••re established |or the purpose of interning persons con- 
•idered dangerous to the national security. Their procedures 
ars far leso exacting and technical than those of the courts. 

2. After consideration of the case, the Provincial 
Security 00M.ittss (P8C) My take any one of the following 
actions: 

a. Release the suspect as innocent, if grounds 
for detention are deesed insufficient. 

% b. Send the case to the appropriate ■iUtarv 

court for trial, if the evidence is sufficient 
for prosecution of an offense against the 
na tlona 1 secur 1 1 y . 



o. Beco«Mnd detention or enforced residence 
for f oaxloua period of two years. 
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3. A P8C*B reco««endatlon for detention or enforced 
residence Is sent to the Central Security CoMittee (CSC) in 
Saigon, for concurrence and forwarding to the Minleter of 
Interior for signature. Another function of the CSC is to 
study and aake recossendatlons on the cases of isprisoned 
security offenders who are being considered for conditional 
or early release. The CSC also reviews cases of security 
offenders isprlsoned in National Corrections Centers and 
those sentenced by silltary courts, shortly before the ex- 
piration of their terai, to determine if release of the 
prisoner will be prejudicial to the national security. In 
such cases the CSC say order a further period of detention. 

4. Proceedings of Security Cosalttees are closed to the 
public. The frequency of forsal Meeting^ varies greatly in 
the different areas, some Provinces reporting weekly seetings 
and others bi-sonthly or less. Action say be taken without 

a formal seetlng, the recomsendatlons of the sesbers being 
presented to the comslttee in writing. The accused say be 
allowed to appear personally and to be represented by counsel, 
although he is accorded no such right. 

5. The law authorizes detention or enforced residence 
for a naxisus period of two years, with possible later exten- 
sions. The tera say be as little as three sonths. Apparently 
an extension could be for as such as two years, under the 
law; but extensions are nomally for one year or less. By 
use of repeated extensions, an offender can be detained for 
as long as the national Interest requires. In lieu of con- 
finesent, the cossittee say order the offender not to live 

in a certain area, or it say designate an area in which he 
■ust live. In the great sajorlty of cases, however, the 
guilty person is incarcerated. The Vietnaseae ters An Tri 
is used to refer to such detention orders. 
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6. ProviaciAl Security Coaaittees are norMally coapoued 
of th« following Provlnc* ofriclala: 

Provlnc* Chl«f ChairMn 

Deputy Chisf for Security Meaibcr 

Prosecutor (Lsgal Advisor) MeMb«r 

MatioMl tollco r«pr«s«ntatlv« llMib«r 

Military Security Service representa- 

tlv« Meaber 

Sector 8-2 Meaber 

■eKioaal rorcea/Fopular rorcea repre- 

aontative Meaber 

7. The direct Ivee of the Mlnlater of later lor do not 
•how the Da puty Chief for Security aa a aeaber. The Senior 
Judge in the civil courta of the Province aay appear In the 
lAgal Adviaor position, either in place of the Proaecutor 
of the court of ^cauee they are one and the aaae aan 

(aa in the lower courta). The Daputy Chief for Security 
CO— o nly aanagee the affaire of the coaaittee; he alts 

jlLL^**'* of, or in addition to, tbe Province Chief. 
The Sector Military coaaander la entitled to elt peraonally 
on the coaaittee but le noraally repreaented by one of the 
above Hated allitary aen. 

S. The Central Security Coaaittee In Saigon la const i* 
tuted aa follows: 

Mlnlater of Interior Cbalraan 
Director General of National Police Meaber 
Director of Correct lone Meaber 

Warden of prieon (if accused le 

confined) Meaber 

Jhe Province Chief concerned Is also allowed to partici- 
pate in the del Ibf rat lone of the coMlttee, due to his 
special knowledge and Intereat In the case. 

9. Adalniatrative detention of eecurlty offeodere was 
Instituted by Ordinance No, 6 of 11 January 1956, which has 
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,een Bucceeded by various Decree-Uws and Ministerial ordern 
oil the Bubject. (See Appendices.) 

V. TRIAL BY MILITARY COURTS 

1. Civilian security offenders are tried in the silliary 
rather than the civil courts, in accordance with the eaer- 
.pncy Decrees and Decree-Laws which defln. security offenses 

and specify the forua. 

2. It IB necessary, of course, that sufficient evidence 
of the cossission of an offense be developed in order to 
support the arrest, custody, trial and conviction of the 
suspect. This is relatively easy in a case of terrorist 

sctivity but aay be quite difficult with other types of pro- 
hibited activity, such a. those involving propaganda, econoaic 
or organizational work on behalf of the Viet Cong. Docu- 
aentary or physical evidence aay be hard to obtain, and 

witnesses aay be reluctant to testify. 

3. The police understandably hesitate to arrest or hold 
a person on the sole baaia of bear.ay or a private accusation 
that he is engaged in VC activity. They know that a dossier 
will have to be prepared on the case, for preaentation to the 
court. It is subject to review by defense counsel. 

4. The signed stateaenta of wltn.aaea and of the accused 
are inscribed in the dossier. Official report, and records 
.ay be Included or referred to in the dossier. On occasion 
it aay be possible to bring to the attention of the court 
classified Infor-ation which will not be incorporated In 
the official record of the case. 

5. confessions are accepted In evidence, aigned by the 
accused. He aay. however, atte.pt later to .how coercion and 
thus overcoae its effect. It is said that a substantial 
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nuaber of ooovlctlona of VC ar» obtained through confes- 
•iona. ^ 

6. Hoi Chaoh My be a good source of wltneaaea for 
th* prosecution. In the event of a conflict of teatlsony. 
It la ooBMon to arranga a "confroatatlon" of the accused and 
tha vltAsaa, for tha purpoaa of ascertaining the truth. 

7. Although tha rulaa on adalaalon of evidence are 
ralatlvaly lanleat. the accused aay rabut such evidence and 
■ay deaand that witnaaaaa whose ststaaenta are In the doasler 
appear peraooally in court. 

«. In coaparlaon with Anglo-Aaerlcan procedures, 
crlalnal oaaaa ara not vigorously prosecuted or defended. 
In tha aplrlt of |ha Pranch legal ayatea, the court takea 
tha Initiative la tha conduct of tha case, attaaptlog to 
aacartaln both th# facta aad the law and dispense aubatantlal 
Justice. 

RIGULAB MILITABY 00UBT8 

y. A aubatantlal number of VC oaaea have been tried 
la the ragular Military courts, of which there ara four- 
one la aacb Corpa faetlcal Eone (CTZ) . 

10. Tba court conalata of a Praaldeot and four other 
aaabera. Tha Praafdant la noraally a civilian Judge froa 
the Court of Appaala of tha Judicial dlatrlct, although 
provlsioa la nada for tha appolntaent of a allltary judge 
advocate aa aubatltute prealdlng Judge. The other aeabera 
ara allltary aan. tbalr rank depending on that of the accuaed. 

11. Tha chief Proaecutor (Co aalasalre du Gove rneaent) 
la a* Judge advocata in the allltary legal aervlce, aa la 
the Ixaainisf Maglatrate ( Juge d' Instruction lailtalre ). who 
conducts a «ataile4 pre-trial exaalnation and prepares a 
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dosaler on the case. This procedure Is rather foraallzed 
and aay take con«iderable tiae to coaplete. Inveetigatl ve 
work is done by the allltary Judicial police. 

12. Trials are noraally public. The accused Is en- 
titled to civilian defense counsel, this being at no cost 
to hia if he is unable to pay. Appeals are heard by the 
Supreae Court of the civil court syatea. 

13. The sllitary courts function under the Directorate 
of Military Justice, Mlniatry of Defense. 

M ILITARY FIELD COURTS 

14. The present field courts wore established in 1962, 
in order to deal expeditiously with certain offenses during 
the state of national eaergency. There la one court In each 
of the four CTZ. Their operation has received considerable 
public attention due to the sensational nature of soae of the 
VC cases tried there and the gravity of the penalties lo- 
volved. 

15. The court consists of five aaabera, tha coaposltloa 
being Bubatantially like the regular allltary court, eacept 
that the President la a allltary officer and need not be a 

lawyer. 

16. Field courta are able to travel aa necessary within 
their CTZ, for the trial of cases la tha varioua Provlncea. 

17. The procedure in a caae going before the field court 
is considerably slaplified and abbreviated, particularly as 
regards the pre-trial Investigation. There la no Bxaalning 
lUKlatrate attached to the court, but a pre-trial investi- 
gation aay be conducted in certain coaplicated cases. The 
decialon of the court Is final, without appeal. In case of a 
death sentence, however, there la a mandatory petition to 
the Chief of State for clemency. 
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18. V.rlou. o.cr... .„d D„cr.,-l,.w. provld. ,„r 
o/ o/«.„... ^^^^^^^^ 

cour... 

thi. b.. b.« U.it.. U.U.U, .o c 

... .PPr.b.0..., ,l.,r.a. dfut-p.>«tp.U, t.„orl.. .„<. 

l». n. U..r 0«r..-u„ ..t.log 

ot fUld court, 1. n.it.^ .„ njjrj^^^ g,, 

.-.bori.».. .... ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 

pr.t.d «, M to .no. trt., o, ..curity „„„.„ 
th.r.u.d.r n.,d court.. t«., eoop.r.t.d 

t. .wun., th. l„„..c. Of th. .tt.ch.d I>.cr.,-L., 0«/a7 
d.t.d 30 Oow...r .,ich .utborlx.d t.. cr...xoo of four 

«idl.lo..l «.u cou,,.. „ ,u. Of ... .ro.d.„.<. .p.etru. 
Of ..curit, «... „p.et.d to ^ ^^^^^^ 

1« 1. b, ,b. Olr.ctor.t. of Ml.u.r, ju.tic. th.t 

th. Pr..td.., ,t„ ^ . ^^^^^^ 

.lul pr.p.r. lb. doMl.r. 

». Tb. forbgoln, .ctlOM of tb. GVM h... cr.,t.d • 
-b.,...*.. .4dltio«l c.p.biuty for tb. ..p.dttt„u. tr... 
•« CM... T.1.,. b. b.»d U tb. Province. .e 

Pl"«d ... d....,„. c«p.. .b.r. courtroo. f.ciutl.. ,tu 
t>« provided. 
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CONCLUD IN G REMARKS 

Ttie law8 and procedures for dealing with aecurily 
offenders are far fro* perfect and eventually subt be 
replaced, as the leaders of the Republic of Vletnaa are well 
aware. But, lor the present, the eaphaals auat continue to 
be on winning the war. Special studies of areas of un- 
certainty or weakness in the legal systea should be aade , 
and remedial aeasures taken. It appears, however, that 
effective results can be obtained within the existing legal 
fraaework, which affords the necessary facilities for deal- 
ing with the Viet Cong aenace, if properly adalnistered and 
applied. In the words of Alexander Pope: 

"For foras of Government let fools contest; 
What'er is best adainister'd Is best." 
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APPEMDIX "B" 



UPUBLIC or VISTNAM OrdloaDce 47 dated 21 August 1956 

prescribing tha punlstuieDt of 
crimes sgalDst the external 
security of the Stats 

THI PRESIOEKT OT THB UPUBLIC QT VIKTNAM 

Considering temporary Cons tl tut loa 01 dated 
36 October 1955; 

Considering Decre« 4-TTP dat«d 29 October 1955 and 
subssfuent docuseata, prescrlblag the coapoaltloo of 
the Gevernaant; 

Considering the South VN Revised Coda of Crlalnal 
Lavs, Morth VN Code of Crlalnal Laws and Caotral VM 
Code #f Crlalnal Lavs; 

Coaalderlac the Code of Military Justice; 

%Ad after deliberation of tha Cabinet; 

I8SUB8 THI rOLLOilllG QKDlNAIiCB: 

AIITICH 1 ; Those aliens vho cosuslt ooa of the acts 
lis tad haraunder shall be convlctad of ••plooace and punish 
ad by # death aantence: 

I, Conaplre vlth a foreign nation or a cosMiunlst 
organisation vlth Intent to Induce that nation or orgaol* 
aatloB to coMlt aggresalon against the Republic of VM; 
or assist In such aggreaalon by aiding the arsed forcea 
of that nation or organisation, or by underalnlng the 
loyalty of the Vletnaaass Arsy, Navy and 41r force, by 
hsy otkar aaaas. 

a. Surrender Vletaaseae Military unlt% or any part 
Of VlatnaMse tsrrltory, tovos, fortlf Icatlona, Installa- 
tions, depots, araenala, planta, saterlel, veapona, 
ships or aircraft to a foreign natlos, a coswuslst organl- 
satioa, or their personael. 

3. Solicit a seaber of the Vletnaaese Amy, Navy 
or Air Force to serve a foreign nation or a coauiunlst 
organisation, or assist such nation or organlaatlon, 
or rscrult peraonnel for thea. 

4. Conspire vlth a foreign nation, a coaaunlst 
wganlsatlon or their peraonnel vlth Intent to assist 
In aggrssslve acta agalnat the Republic of Vletnaa. 

5. Halp, by any aeana, the peraonnel of a foreign 
nation or a coaaunlst organization to Illegally enter 
or live on Vletnaaese territory, or help thea coMunl- 
cats vlth each other or aove out of Vlatnaaaae territory. 

ARTICLE 2 ; Those aliens vho coaalt one of the acts 
listed hereunder shall be convicted of espionage and 
punlahsd by a daath aantence: 



24 



1. Give clastilfled defense Informal ion to a foreign 
nation, a coaaunlBt organization or their personnel by 
any aeans and in any fora, or attempt by any aeane to 
gain access to such Inforaation with Intent to coaauni- 
cate it to a foreign nation, a coaaunlst organization or 
their personnel. 

2. Give inforaation to a person working for a 
foreign nation or a coaaunlst organization on a scientific 
discovery pertaining to defense, or the aethod of aanu- 
facture pertaining to this discovery or to any defense 
Industry, without authorization by coapetent authority. 

3. Intentionally destroy or daaage boats, aircraft, 
equlpaent supplies, construction or outfittlngs which 
can be used for national defense, or coaalt sabotage 
whether during or after the aanufacture of the above 
aateriel, with Intent to sake It unserviceable or to 
cause an accident In Its use. 

4. Knowingly participate in a plan designed to 
undermine public or troop aorale, or to conspire In 
various plots to exercise pressure regarding the 
decisions of responsible aeabers of the araed service, 
to promote desertion or to obstruct the surrender of 
the eaeay. 

ARTICLE 3 ; Those aliens who coaalt one of the 
acts listed hereunder shall be convicted of espionage 
and punished by a death sentence: 

1. Disguise, use a false naae or hide real 
nationality In order to enter a fort, construction 
work, post, plant, worksite barracks, allltary caap, 
naval vessel, aerchant ship, aircraft, allltary 
hospital, naval or other installation or an organi- 
zation or workshop operated for defenae purpoaes. 

2. Organize Illegal long-range coamun icat Ion by 
aall or any facilities, which Is prejudicial to 
national defense, even without disguising or hiding 
real naae and nationality. 

3. Fly over an area forbidden by allltary or 
naval authority, or to draw sketches, take photographs, 
carry out terrain survey inside or around allltary or 
naval positions, constructions, forts and Installations 
without authorization of the coapetent allltary 
authority. 

ARTICLE 4 : Those VletnaaMse who coaalt one of the 
acts listed hereunder shall be convicted of treason and 
punished by a death sentence: 

1. To bear eras against the Republic of Vletnaa. 

2. To coaalt one of the acts listed In Article 1, 
2 or 3 of this Ordinance. 
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A RTIC LE 5 ; The solicitation of other persons, or 
the agreeaient to do one of the acl« 1 luted In art li leu 
1, 2, 3 and 4 of thlH Ordinance Hhall aluo be punished 
A* for the coMluMlon of theite acts. 

ARTICLE 6 ; The ter« Claublfled Defense Infor«atlon 
r e f e rred to here in Includes: 

1. Military, dlploaatlc econoMlc and Industrial 
Inforaation whose nature is such that only authorized 
persons aay have access to It and that, In the interest 
of dsfsnse, Muat not be disclosed to other persons, 

2. Objects, equipment, docuaents, drawinKs, charts, 
■aps, land survey aaps, photographs, copies and docu- 
ments whose nature is such that only authorized persons 
•ay have access to thee and that they eust not be exposed 
to other persons because their exposure will disclose the 
types of inforeatlon referred to above. 

3. All types of ellltary inforeatlon which have not 
been published by the Governaent and do not belong to any 
of the types of Infornatlon referred to above and whoue 
publloetion, disclosure, or dlsseelnat ion whether in part 
or in total are forbidden by Decree. 

4. Inforeatlon pertaining to actions taken to 
identify and apprehend the offender and accessories in 
crleee against the external security of the state, or 
pertaining to the conduct of their prosecution and 
exaeinetion, or pertaining to pleadings In their trial 
before the Court. 

ARTICLE 7 ; Those Vletna»ese or aliens who coeelt 
one or the acts listed hereunder shall be convicted of 
criMe against the security of the state and punished 
by terps of hard labor: 

1, Take actions which are not authorized by the 
Governaent and which say cause a foreign nation to 
declar* war on the Republic of Vietnam. 

2, Take actions which are not authorized by the 
Governsent and which say expoee the Vietnamese people 
to reprisals. 

3, Recruit troops for a foreign nation or personnel 
for a f n— unist organization. 

4, Knowingly comaunlcate or saintaln relations 
with the personnel of a coeeunist organization or with 
the citizens or agents of an eneay nation in time of war. 

5, Knowingly eaintaln couaerclal transactions, 
whether directly or through alddleeen, with the personnel 
of a coaaunlst organization or the citizens or agents of 
an eneay nation in tlae of war. 

A1TICLE_8: Those Vietnaaese or aliens who coealt 
one of the acts listed hereunder shall be convicted of " 
criae against the security of the State and punished 
by tenw of bard labor: 

1. Couit offense against the territorial integrity 
of Vletnaa or cause Vletnaa to lose control over any part 
of her territory by any aeans. 
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2 Conspire with foreign aKcnls with Intent to 
cause ^dverse'etrect on the Vietnaaese alUtary or 
diplomatic situation. 

3 Une any means to naln acce^H to class If led 
defen^:. information or dlsclone It to the public or to 
unauthorized persons In any for« or by any -eans even 
; thout inten? to coau-unicate 1 1 to a fore gn nation. 
I coaaunlst organization or their personnel. 

4 Either through negligence or non-observance 
of reKulatlons, to suffer the total, partial or 
temporary loss or destruction of equlpaent and docu- 
len?B wUh which one Is entrusted and the exposure of 
Thich disclose classified l"!-"^ ;;^;, 
or to suffer the exposure, even P*"^; ^ ' ^Lh 
docuaents and equlpaent to unauthorized persons. 

5 To fly over Vietnaaese territory without 
authorization by competent authority or by a dlplo- 
aatlc agreeaient. 

6 To enter the restricted areas around defense 
constructions or -ilitary and naval Installations In 
violation of restriction orders. 

ARTICLE 9- In addition to other provisions of 
the law. those Vietnamese or aliens who coamlt one of 
the acts listed hereunder shall be punished as alders 
and abettors: 

1 Provide assistance In cash, aeans of living, 
hldin/ places or meeting places to offenders agai""^ 
the security of the State, with full knowledge of their 
crlalnal Intent. 

2 Knowingly act as aessenger for offenders against 
the security of the State, or knowingly help them in the 
procurement, hiding or transportation of the things per- 
taining to their crimes. 

3 Knowingly receive and conceal objects which 
will b4 or have been used to commit offenses against 
the security of the State or objects and documents 
pertaining to these offenses. 

4. Knowingly destroy, steal, receive, conceal, 
or falsify a document whether public or private, which 
may facilitate the Investigation of an offense against 
the security of the State or reveal evidence or facili- 
tate punlshaent of the offenders. 

ARTICLE 10 : Those Vietnaaese or aliens who know 
of an at leapt or act of espionage or treason but fall 
to infora allltary, adalnlstratlve or judicial authority 
of this attempt or act Immediately upon knowing of them 
shall be punished by terms at hard labor. 

The same punishment shall be applicable to those 
Vietnamese or aliens who fall to infora the aforesaid 
authorities of activities prejudicial to national 
defense conducted by a person with whoa they have 
relations, Immediately upon realizing the nature of 
those activities. 
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Ami CLE II: Object, and properties which have 
been u.ed by the offender to coMlt the of f enL _h i i 
"''o};!::^ -."her ti'J Vrl'lZ/^'Vy' 

ru'^rSe-rth: Eir-r?:-' \:\rhr 

th. public fu.d. ,h.th.r It h.. bi«"i::i[;.i°„?'',s" " 

In all the cases provided for by the abova B.<ti^i^. 

offender', properties. If the offender Is a 
•oldUr, he shall autoptical ly be subject to --iMro 

i;;:|::i!;nseu5r:^;?ii— -itierpi}'£Lh^ 

provli Knsfhi? ' Ordinance rescinds all contrary 

provisions that were «ade previously oartlf-ui.^iw »k 

!« ;Ti IT* To. ' • 

"d th. secret.,; of*st"r "'jui.uI'Ih.'TJ '^:,;"'""*!: 
»»; to hi. ,..p.c,i,. r..po„.IblUti«, cJJJ; ol^ tJ^l;"''" 



SAIOOH, 81 Augu,t 19S6 

JieTld^cr"" " MOOD.HHDIE- 
His Aaflatant 
flfnedi TBAM VAN PHUC 
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Appendix B 



J d6 47 ngay 21 than§ tam n^m 1956 trijcng-ph§it nhiing tfl- 
ph^m chong nen an-nlnh quAc-ngo^l. 



TdwG-THflNG VljT-NAM CONG-HOA, 
Chl^u Hl^n-adc t^m-th3i sA 1 n^ay ^6 thang m\idi 

am 19^5, 

Chi^u s&c-lfnh sfi ^-'PTP ngay 2^ thang mudi n5rn ^ 
955 va cac van-ki§n kfi ti^p ^-d^h thanh-phin Chfnh-phu, 

Chi^u hinh-lu|t tu-chlnh Nam-Vi}t , b} hlnh- 
u$t Trung-Vift va BAc-Vift , 

Chiju b§ quAn-lu}t, 

Hfi-ddng nji-cac da thao-lujn, 

Dy : 

Didu thtf nh4t. - Ph^m tji gian-difp va b^ ph^t 
;a-hinh n69ai-ki^u nao: 

1) - Th6ng-d6ng v6i m9t ngo^i-bang hay v6i rnjt to- 
:hijtc C9ng-san muc-dlch xui-giijc ngo^t-bang hay tO-chac do 
jfiy h^ ch6ng vlft-IJain CJng-Hoa, ho^c giup cho h9 nhOng 
5hUdng ti9n biing ca^h tr^ l\;c cho qudn-dji ngoai-quftc Lay 
:§nF;-san x|rn nh|p vac lanh th6 Vi^t-Nam, hay bang each lara 
Lung-lac long trung-thanh cua hai, lye, khdng-quAn, hay bAt 
Lu^in bans each nao; 

2) - Giao-n^p cho nROal-bang hay cho mjt tS-chUc 
ijfng-san hay cho nhilng nhAn-vl§n cua h9 hoSc qufin-doan Vift 
Nam, hoc^^c lanh-dia, thi-tr4n, thanh-luy, cOng-tr^nh, ^dfin^ 
binh, kho d^. cing-xu5n§, vfit-li§u, khi-gidi, tau-be, may 
bay thujc quyen sS-hiiu cua Vi§t-Nam; 

5)- Xui giyc quftn-nhfin thufc haij^lyc, khOng-qufln 
sang phT^K-sa mft ngogii-bang hay mjt to-chac cjng-san, ho^c 
kiSm each giup phiXdngtiJn h9, hojc chlfiu-mj binh-linh cho 
b9; 
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APPENDIX "C" 



LAW NO. 10/59. DATED 6 MAT 1959 
PART I 

SABOTAGE AMD OFFENSES AGAINST THE NATIONAL SECURITY AND 
AGAINST THE LIVES AND PROPERTIES OF THE PEOPLE 

AR TICLE 1 . He who coMlts or •tteapta to coaalt th« 
following acts with apeclfic intent to engage In sabotage, 
or endanger the National Security, or to Injure the lives 
or properties of the people, will be sentenced to death, 
to forfeiture of part or all of his properties, and, if 
a solider, to forfeiture of rank and alUtary privileges: 

1. Murder, poisoning and kidnapping. 

2. Knowingly destroying or reducing to unservlce- 
sbility. in part or in whole, by the use of explosives, 
fire or any other aeans, of: 

a. Dwellings, whether or not occupied by a 
huasn being at the tiae; churches, tesples and pagodas; 
warehouses, workshops, faras and other privately owned 
•tructures; 

b. Public buildings, offices, workshops, 
warehouses and, in general, all structures owned by 
governaent; other properties. Movable or IsMovable 
owned or controlled by the governvent or operated by 
public utility cospanies; 

c. Aircraft, boats and vehicles; 

d. Mines and their equipaent; 

e. Weapons, Mteriel, ailitary posts, and 
such offices, warehouses, workshops and structures 

of all types as are essential to national defense and 
Maintenance of public order; 

t. Crops, livestock, far* Machinery, and 
forests of all types; 

g. Signal, postal, radio, power and water 
supply Installations as well as buildings, structures 
and equipaent used in the operation of these installs- 
tions ; 

h. Dikes. dsMS, roads and highways, railroads, 
airfields, harbors, bridges and other structures connected 
therewi th ; 

i. Navigable rivers and canals of all sizes. 

AR TICLE 2 . He who coaai ts or attespts to coasi t 

the following acts with specific intent to engage in 
sabotage, to endanger the National Security, or to injure 
the lives and properties of the people, will be sentenced 
to hard labor for life, to forfeiture of part or all of 
his properties, and, if a soldier, to forfeiture of rank 
and Military privileges: 
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1. Robbery with weapons, or by a group of two or 
More persons; 

2. Blocking of traffic on roads and vatsrwsys by 
terror isH, threats with weapons or any other Means; 

3. Direct or Indirect threats of assasslnstlon, 
arson, destruction of corps or kidnapping; 

4. Disrupting a Market or iBtsrfsrloff with intsnt 
to bar the people fros Markets; 

5. Other acts of sabotags or In the nature of 
sabotage which are not listed in the foregoing para- 
graphs. 

ARTICLE 3 , He who adheres to an organlEatloa as 
its MCMber, or otherwise associates with other persons 
so as to aid in the preparation or coMMlsslon of the 
offenses described in Articles 1 and 2, will bs punished 
as provided in those two Articles. 

ARTICLE 4 . The active perpotrstors, aiders and 
abettors, and planners, who are subject is the jar is- 
diction of Special Military Tribunals as prescribed 
in part II of this Law, ars not entitled to plssd 
extenuating circuHstancss. 

ARTICLE 5 . He who, prior to the cosAilssios or 
attsMpt to coMMlt the foregoing offenses. Is the first 
to reveal to the governMent or to allltary, adalslstra' 
tive or Judiciary authorities, or after proceedings hsiro 
been initiated against the principals or accessories 
assists in their apprehension, aay benefit froM re- 
Mission or Mitigation of punlshaent for any offenses 
punishable by Special Military Tribunals. 

However, any accused who benefits froa rwalsslon 

of lunlshMent say still be sentenced to local banlshaMOt 

or adalDistrative supervision for such period as ths 

tribunal say direct. 



ARTIC LE 19 . A death sentence will be executed only 
when the petition for cleaency Is rejected. 

ARTICLE 20 . If It Is deeaed necessary, a decree vlll 

prescribe the procedure to be observed in the execution of 
this law. 

ARTICLE 2 1 . Any provisions that are contrary to tho 
contents of thTs lav are rescinded. This law will be 

published In the RVN Official Gazette. 



SAIGON, 6 May 1959 

NCO DINH DIEM 
(Signature) 
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LUAT sA 11/59 n(;ay radnK C thang n im n^m 1959 siJfa (\S± 
va bo-tuc du 86 '^7/3 npdy thn mifSi 
n!im lV5^^qul-dinh the-i§ hanh-nrh| y-sl 
nha-sl va n5 hj-sinh. 



Qudc-hfl da thao-lu^n va bl#u-qiiy^t ; 

T^ng-thSnc b.-in-hanh lu§t s6 ll/'^9 n^ay 
mdnr ^ thang njci nr :i 1, 59f nc"uy§n-v3Ln nhu sau; 



< ( « ( 



( 

( ( I 
' ' ( ( 
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APPENDIX "D" 



Decree- Law No. 18/64 

The Priae Minister, 

Considering the Provisional Constitutional Act No. 1 

of November 4, 1963: 

Considerlnfi the Decisions of February 7, 1964 of the 
Military Revolutionary Council designating Major General 
Nguyen Khanh to fors the Governaent: 

Conslderinn the Decree-Law No. 215-8L/CT of August 7, 
1964 of the Military Revolutionary Council proclaiaing 
the State of Esergency; following discussion by the 
Cabinet : 

Decrees 

ARTICLE 1 . IKjrlng ths State of biergency and froa 
the date of proaiu Iga tion of this Decree-Law onwards, 
the following Measures will be applied: 



- Order the detention of or assign rssldencs to 
those elements who are considered as dangsrous to ths 

national security. 



A RTICLE 4 . Any violation of public order sml 
national security will fall under the Jurisdiction of 
the military court and will be dealt with according 

to urgent procedures. 

ART ICLE 5. Terrorists, people who indulge in 
sabotage, speculators harmful to the national economy, 
caught red-handed, will be sentenced to death and will 
not benefit from attenuating circumstances. 

All these cases must be tried by the military 

court in the shortest time possible and without pre- 
trial examination. 



This Decree-Law will be promulgated according to 
urgent procedures. 



Saigon, August 7. 1964 
Signed: NGUYEN KHANH 
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APPKHDIX "E" 

RIPUBLIC or VICTNAM 
NATIONAL LSAOSRSHIP DIRECTORT 
Office of the Chairaan 
Nuaber 004/6S 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY 
ConBlderlng the Provisional Convention of June 19, 

1965; 

Considering Decision #3-QLVNCH/QD dated June 14, 
1965 of the General Council of the Arned Forces of the 
Republic of Vietnaa prescribing the establ ishaent and 
the coaposition of the National Leadership Directory; 

Considering Decree #01-a/CT/LDQG/8L dated June 19, 
1965 prescribing the coaposition of the Central Executive 
CoMittee; 

Considering Ordinance #1-UBL0QG dated June 24, 1965 
promulgating the State of War throughout the territory 
of the Republic of Vietnaa; 

On the recoMiendation of the Chairaan of the Central 
Executive Coaaittee; 

ISSUES THE POLLOVING OBCRBB-LAW: 

ARTICLE I : In order to safeguard the public security 
and order to the utaost, particularly serious punishaents 
are applied to the offences listed in this decree- law 
during the state of war. 



PART THREE 

VIOLATIONS AGAINST NATIONAL OBLIGATION 

ARTICLE 10 : Are sentenced to solitary confineaent 
with hard labor those youths: 

- Who use fraudulent aanners or tricks so as to 
avoid presenting theaselves when they reach the age to 
fulfill their ailltary obligations. 

- Who aake theaselves physically disabled or ask 
other persons to cause their physical disability so as 
to avoid the fulfil laent of their ailltary obligations, 
either teaporarily or peraanently. 
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The principal offender and his accoaplices are 
sentenced to the saae penalties. 

ARTICLE 11 : It will be considered as a failure to 
report for induction aad the offender will be senteaced 
as follows: 

- Sol itary conf in— ent wi th h>rd labor ; those who 
aredily notified to report for induction Sut fail to 
report to the designated place within 20 clear days 
Including the day aentioned in the orders; those who 
enlist or re-enlist but fail to report to the designated 
place within a period of 20 clear days, including the 
day aentioned in the travel orders. 

- Three years of iapr isonaent : A citicen who knows 
that his particular draft registration nuaber is printed 
in a public notice for induction or re-induction but 
fails to present hiaself to the ailltary authority of the 
place where he resides for the rogularlzation of his 
status within a period of 15 days, coaaensing oa the date 
aentioned in the public notice. 



ARTICLE 12; Is ssntenced to solitarf conflasasnt 
with hard labor any aeaber of the Coaalsslon of ■obili- 
zation Census, the coaaittee of draft exemption or 
draft adjournaent, or the Medical Bxaaination CoaBittee, 

who, upon being requested to give opinions or to conduct 
any exaaination, 

- proaiaes to assist or incites young asn or 
serviceaen to avoid their ailltary obligations. 

- Falsifies papers concerning ailltary obliga- 
tions so as to assist or incite young aen or serviceaen 
to apply for exeaption froa or delay of ailltary service. 

ARTICLE 13 : Are ssntenced to a penalty of a tera 
froa five years of solitary confineaent with hard labor 
to hard labor for a tera of years all serviceaen of the 
Regular, Regional, and Popular Forces, aeabers of public 
forces, and personnel of various public services (in- 
cluding regular, contractual and Journey personnsl ) who, 
within a tiae-liait of 15 days, without rightful cause, 
refuse to carry out an order of transfer or appointaent, 
or an order for an official aission, issusd by the 
rightful authorities in coaaand. 

If the breach is coaaitted by a band or with Intent 
to iapede the functioning of the public service, the 
aaxiaua penalty will be applied. 

P ART IV 

TREASON - DISTURBANCE OF STATE SECURITY 



PRO- COMMUNISM > NEUTRALISM 

ARTICLE 14 : Any person who Joins a Coaaunist 
organi Vat ion or collaborates with the Coaaunists, to 
bear arns against the country, shall be punished by 
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•entenc* of death and a total or partial confiscation 
of hla property. In case the offender Is a servlceaan, 
this violation also brings about his «llltary degradation. 

AHTICLE IS : Is sentenced to death any person: 

- Who rebels or Incites other araed people to rebel, 
or recruits soldiers and furnishes the* with weapons and 
aawunltlons without order or authorization fro» the govern> 
■ent . 

- *ho, without authority, voluntarily takes coaaand 
of a platoon, a warship, a wing of airplanes, a sea port 
or a city. 

ART I cue 16 : Is sentenced to solitary conflneaent 
•1th hard labor for life any person who excites the aob 
by organizing aeetlngs or deaonstratlons with the purpose 
to disturb the security of the state. 

ARTICLE 17 ; Is sentenced to hard labor for a tera 
of years any person: 

- Who directly or Indirectly dlssealnates any 
policy, slogan, or directive of the coaaunlsts, or of 
an Individual or a league Influenced or controlled by 
the Coaaunist. 

- Who coaaits any act In order to underaine the 
antl-coaaunlst spirit of the country or to cause haraful 
affect to the struggle of tbs people and the Araed Forces. 

- Who plots to act under disguised signification of 
peace or neutralisa In accordance with coaaunist doctrine. 

- Who popularizes, circulates, distributes, brings 
to public attention, sells, exhibits at public places, 
or conceals with those piarposes, any printed aaterials, 
pictures, or other aedia, so as to attain the purposes' 
aentioned in the above three paragraphs. 

ARTICLE 18 : Organizations, associations, estab- 
llshaents or leagues which violate article 17 are auto- 
aatically lilssolved. 

The chalraan of the Central Executive Coaalttee will 
issue decrees to prescribe the liquidation of the property 
of the organizations, associations, establ ishaents or 
leagues which violate the af ore-aentioned article. 



procedures prescribed In Decree-Law Ko. 11/62 of 
May 21, 1962 establishing the Military Pisld Courts. 

ARTICLE 25 : Once culpability has b«sn established, 
ths court is not authorized to give consideration to 
extenuating circuastances for the accused. 

PART VI 1 

ARTICLE 26: All provisions of any other Iftws and 
regulations which are inconsistent with this Decree-Law 
are suspended froa enforceaent. 

ARTICLE 27 : The Chalraan, the Coaaisslonsr General 
and the Coanlssloners of the Central Executive Coaalttee 
each in accordance with his responsibility, executes 
this Decree-Law. 



Saigon, July 19. I96S 



Signed : 

Major Gsneral NGUTIIf-YAJI-TfllBU 



PART VI 



JimiSDICTIOW - PROCEDURES 

ARTICLE 24 : Throughout the State of War the 
ailitary field courts will have Jurisdiction over the 
offences set out in this Decree-Law in accordance with 
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Dl^u thur 24 .- Toa-an Qufin-syf Hft Trjii, trong 
su6t ^hdi giancotlnh-tr^ng chi4n-tranh, c6 th5fm-quyln 
xet-xii^cac tfi-trgmg qui-d^nh trong sdc-lujt nay, theo 
thg thtfc qui-djnh trong s5c-lu$t si 11/62 ngay ^1-S'-1%2 
thiet-l^p Toa-an r'i^t-trjn. 

Dl^u thu 2^ .- I'lft khi tjl-tr^g da du^c xac-nhfn, 
toa kh6ng diX^c phep cho cao di/^c hii^ng tra3ng-hdp giam 
khlnh. 

Dlgu tha 26 Nhang^diSu-khoan cua cac lujt-l^ 
hi9n hihi trai vdi S5c-lu|t nay d^u dJ^c t^ra dinh chi ap- 
dyng. 

Dllu thijf 27 . > Chu-tlch, T^ng-uy-vl«n va (^y-vi^n 
ban Hanh-phap Trung-tfdng, chilu nhi§ra-vv, lanh thi-hanh 
sac-lujt nay, 

S4c-lu$t nay dtf^c cOng-b6 theo thu-tyc kh^n-cAp, 



oal-gon, ngay 25 thang 7 nam 1965 
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APPIKDIX "f" 



Decree Law #004/66 dated 15 February 1966, coMple- 
nentlng Decree-Law #4/65 dated 19 July 1965 relative to 
the punlahaent of speculation illegal transfer of funds, 
sauKgling, bribery, influence peddling, violations of 
public security, esbezzleaent of public funds, rebellion, 
hooliganisa, coaaunist ayapathizers and neutralists. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL LBADBRSHIP OOiniTTBB, 

With reference to the Constitutional Charter of 

19 June 1965; 

To Resolution #3/QLVNCH/QD dated 14 June 196S by 
the Convention of Cosaanders In the Republic of Vietnaa 
Araed Forces activating the National Leadership Coaaittee 
and deteraining its coapositloo; 

To Decree #01-a/CT/LDQG/8L dated It June 1965 and 
the subsequent Decrees deteraining the coaposition of 
the Cabinet; 

To Edit #01-UBLDQG dated 34 June 1965 dselaring a 
state of war throughout the territory of the Ispublic 
of Vletnaa; 

To Decree-Law #04/65 dated 19 July 1965; 

To the recoaaendations of the Secretary Oeneral of 
the National Leadership Coaaittee; and 

To the recoaaendations of ths Preaier of the Govern- 

aent ; 

And after deliberation and voting by ths Mitional 
Leadership Coaaittee; 

Issues the following Decrss>La«: 

ARTICLE I . Decree-Law #04/65 dats4 19 J\ily 1965 is 
hereby coapleaented as follows: 



ARTICLE 11 . (New paragraph 2) Thrse years of 

laprlsonaent : Any citizen who knows he is called or 
recalled to ailitary service whether under a collective 
draft or not and fails to report to the ailitary 
authorities at his place of residence within 15 full 
days after the date prescribed in the public announceaent . 

ARTICLE 19 . (Ifew) Those persons considered dangerous 
to the national defense and public security aay be Interned 
in a prison or designated area, or banished froa designated 
areas for a naxlaun period of two years, which is renew- 
able; the Internaent and banlshaent shall be ordered by 
Arrpte of the Prlne Minister Issued upon the recoaaenda- 
tlon of the Minister of Interior. 
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The saae Arrete shall also order the disposal of 
any properties used In activities dangerous to national 
defense and public security. 

An Internee who escapes or attespts to escape froa 
the area of internjtent or forced residence shall be liable 
to Recluslon. 

ARTICLE 20 . (New) The following persons shall be 
convicted of hoollganlsa: 

- Those who carry Illegal weapons without Justified 
reason and with Intent to coMlt other offenses; and 

- Those who forge or use forged peralts to sove fros 
one place to another. 

ARTICLE 21 . (New) Those persons above 15 years of 
age who are convicted of hoollganlsa shall be punished 
with a fixed teni at hard labor. 

Those persons under 15 years of age who are convicted 
of hoollganlsa shall be turned over to Governsent reforsa- 
tory Institutions; when they reach the age of 15 they 
shall be released or prosecuted before the Court, depend- 
Ing on the record of their conduct during the reforaatory 
period . 

ARTICLE 22 . (New) Those personp who gather in 
asseablage of two or aore and attack, resist or obstruct 
the public force personnel In their duties shall be 
punished with death. 

The killing of offenders in self defense shall be 
excused. 



iitTICLE 24 . (New) During the stats of war and In 

accordance with the procedures prescribed In Decree-Law 
0\l/62 dated 21 May 1962 activating these tribunals, 
Military Field Tribunals shall have Jurisdiction over 
the offenses described In the present Decree-Law, except 
those offenses dealt with in Decree-Law #003/66 dated 
15 February 1966 activating the Special Tribunal. 

ARTICLE m . This Decree-Law shall apply to cases 
of violations against Decree-Law #4/65 dated 19 July 
1965 that have not been prosecuted. 

ARTICLE IV . The Prealer, the Ministers, the 
Secretaries and Under-Secretaries shall each according 
to his responsibilities execute this Decree-Law. 

This Decree-Law shall be published in the Republic 
of Vletnaa Official Gazette. 

Saigon, 15 February 1966 

MaJ General NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
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Appendix P 



SAC-LU^T 86 004/66 ngay J5 thang hal nttm 1966 b^-tuc Sic- 
lu^lt b6 nj^ay 19-7-1965 trutaR-tri cac tfi 

dtu-cd, chuvgn ng5n phi-phap, buOn l|u, ^6l-l5, 
hoi mal quyen-tho, blen-thu cdnp;-quj, phan nf^hjch^ 
pha rfll trj-an, c6n-dd» thfln Cfng va Trung-l§p. 



CHU-TICH 

Chilu 0dc~phap ngay 19 thang tau n&m 1965; 

C^t4u quy^t-dlnh 96 3-QLVNCH/QD ngay 1'^^ thang eau 
nam 1965 cua i^i. hji-dflng cac Ti/6ng~lanh Ouftn-l\fc /l§t-nam 
C§nf^-hoa thanh-ljp va ^-d4.nh thanh-phan ijy-ban Lanh-d^o 
Quoc-gia; 

Chilu^s4c-l|nh 86 01-a/CT/LDOG/SL ngay 19 thang 
sau nam }965 va cac SSc-luJt k4-tl^p ftn-d^nh thanh-ph5n 
Oy-ban Hanh-phap Trung-Udng; 

Chi6u Dv 86 l-UBLDQG ngny t^ang sau nam 196^ 
ban hanh t^nh-trgmf; chl4n-trang tr$n toan lanh-thO Vift- 
Nam CJng-Hoa; 

Chi^u S4c-lu$t 86 04/65 ngay 19 thang bay nNra 1965 
Chi^u d^-nghj cua t&g thu-ky Oy-ban Lanh-dao uu6c 

gla; 

ChiSu dJ-nRhJ. cua Chu-tjch Oy-ban Hanh-phap Trunp;- 

Gau khi Oy-bnn Lanh-d^o (Ju6c-gla da thao-lu?n va 
bigu-quygt ; 

8AO-LI74T : 



, I)i^u thii 2 .- Nay exia drfi 3ic-lu|t 86 V65 npay 19 
thancr bay nam 1965 nhu 0au: 
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APPENDIX "G* 



REPUBLIC or VIITNAII 
Ho. 93/SL/CT 

The Chalraan of the Military Revolutionary Council, 

In consideration of Provisional Constitution dated 
Nov 11, 1963; 

In consideration of Proclaaation by the Military 
Revolutionary Council dated January 30, 1964; 

In consideration of Ordinance No. 8 dated May 14, 
1951 prosulgatlng the Code of Military Justice, and the 

subsequent docusents; 

In consideration of the Ordinance No. 8 dated 
May 16, 1954 prescribing the direct trial without 
exasl nation procedures by Military courts of persons 
accused of flagrante delicto felony or wisdeaieanour 
prescribed in the Code of Military Justice; 

And upon the present circuastances of the country; 

Issued the following Decree-Law 

ARTICLE 1 . By this Decree are outlawed private 
persons, parties, leagues, associations that coasi t acts 
of any fors which are, directly or indirectly, aised 
at practicing CoMuniss or Pro-Co«aunist Neutralisa. 

A RTICLE 2 . Shall be considered as a Pro-Coaaunlst 
Neutralist a person who coaalts acts of propaganda for 
and Inciteaent of Neutraliss, these acts are assisllated 
to acts of Jeopardizing public security. 
(Note of the translator: The act of Jeopardizing public 
security is punished by Article 91 para 3 of the South 
Vietnas Revised Code of Crisinal Laws with a ■axisus 
penalty of S'j^ears of isprisonaent . ) 

AR TICLE 3 . Those who violate Articles 1 and 2 are 
tried~Tn accord ance with the third paragraph of Article 
2 of the Code of Military Justice. 

In case of a flagrante Delicto offense, the offender 
is subjected to trial by a ai iitary court without any 
prelialnary exaaination in accordance with eaergency 
procedures prescribed by Ordinance No. 8 dated May 16, 



ARTICL E 4. Punlshaents applied by the Military 
Court are those prescribed by the Code of Military Justice, 
the Codes of Crialnal Laws, and other special laws; 

nevertheless, the sentence pronounced aust not be below 
the alninua sentence. 
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AR TICLE 9 . The Prlae Minister, the Ministers, and 
the Secretaries of State, each according to his responsi 
blllty, shall carry out this Decree-Law. 

This Decree-Law shall be proclaiaed in accordance 
with emergency procedures. 

Official: Saigon, February 1, 1964 

Director of Cabinet 

C4 « , ^ Signed: Major General 

Signed: Lt Col DO KIBM NHIEU MCUYEN-KHANH 
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APPENDIX "H" 



LAW #004/65 DATED 17 MAY 65 



ART ICLE I . The following acts will b« within 
the scope ot and subject to the punishments provided for 
In Decree-Law 093-SL/CT dated I February 1964: 

a. All acts directly or Indirectly alaed at dls- 
seninatlng policies, slogans or directives of the 
CoMwunlsts or of Individuals and organizations con- 
trolled or Influenced by the Coaiaunlsts. 

b. All campaigns that In effect weaken the antl- 
co«Bunlst spirit of the nation and cause prejudice to 
the struggle of the Araed Forces and the people, In- 
cluding plots and acts serving the Coaaunlst cause that 
are camouflaged as peace or neutralist sovesents and 
similar acts. 

c. Dissemination, circulation, distribution, offer 
to the public, sale, display in public or storage for the 
same purposes, of publications, pictures and communica- 
tions through other media that have the above effects. 

AR TICLE 2 . Those organizations, associations, 
agencies or group* that violate Article I will be dis- 
solved and their properties confiscated. 

The prime Minister will issue a Decree prescribing 
the procedure for disposing of the properties owned by 
such organizations, associations, agencies or groups. 

ARTICLE 3. Except for cases where Ordinance No. 47 
dated 21 August 1956 relative to external security of 
the State may be applied, all cases of violations against 
this Law wi 1> be punished with from one to five years 
of Imprlsonm^t; supplementary punishments (limiting 
civil rights) provided for in Article 42 ofthe South 
Vietnam Penal Code or in Article 27 of the Central 
Vietnam Penal Code may also be imposed. 

ARTICLE 4 . During the state of national emergency 
each Military Field Tribunal will have Jurisdiction to 
try the offenses listed in this Law if the offenders 
are apprehended in flagran te d e licto in its Corps 
Tactical Zone, in accordance wrfH Uie procedure pre- 
scribed in Decree Law 11/62 dated 21 May 1962 acti- 
vating Military Field Tribunals. 

In cases other than flagrante delicto and In tines 
other than state of natlonaT "emergency! Uriitary Tri- 
bunals will have Jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE 5. This Law will be promulgated in the 

urgency procedure and published in the Rrpublic of 
Vietnam Official Gazette. 



PHAN-KHAC-SUU 
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Appendix H 

VIET-NAM c6nG-h6a 

LU4T sd 004/65 ngay 1? thAng n§ra nam 1963 b<-tuc S^c-lu5t 
sfl 995-^VCT ngay 1 tha^g hei mm 1964 dflt 
ngoai vong phap-lujt Chu-ngl4a COng-san va 
thuyftt Trung-l$p thftn C?ng-8an. 

hOi-dAng qu6c-gia l£p-wap 

da thao-lujn va bi#u-qny^t, 
QUdc-TRUdHG YI$T-HAM C{)iQ-H6i 

Ban-hMh Lu^t 004/65 ngay 1? thang nam nflm 1965 ngtCTdn- 
Viin nhif sau; 

^ i)i8u th(t nh&t," Dif^c col nhu nhOng hanh-vl dil 
lifu va tritog-phgit do Sfic-lu^t 86 093-BVCT ngay 1 thang 2 

nSm 1964: 

. 1 M9l^hanh-d9ng tryc-tllp bar gian-ti^p 
n^ftjn p^5-bi6n 9ac Chanh-sach, khflu-hlfu, cbl-thl cua CCng- 
§an, cua 0191 ca-nhAn hay t5-chLitc bl c6ng-8an chl-ph6i hkj 
anh-hUdngj 

b).^M9l vjn-d5ng^c9 tac-dyng Xam Buy y^u y- 

chl chOng CfDR cua Quftc-^la va anh-hadng co h^l cbo cufc 
chlen dau cua qu§n-dOi va^nhftn-dSn. Nhilng Am-mvfu va hach- 
dfng nf^yy-danh hoa-blnh^va ^Trung-ljp theo chu tri/dng CCng- 
B^n ho^c nhiing fim-mi/u va hanh-djng tUdng-td dlu bi llfit 
vao I09I vfn-djng tr^n\ 

^ c). S^f ph(J-blln, Itfu-hanh, phto-phat. dd iTdc 
cho d&n Chung raang ra ban, triin^-bay d ndl cfing cfng va 
t^ng trCf vdl cac muc dich do, cac lo^^ An-phfim, tranh Inh 
cung m^i phU(3ng-ttfn truyln-ba khac co tac-dyng k? trong 
hai do^n tr€n. 

B l^u thuf ha l,.~ Cac t(J-chufc, hlfp-hfl, cd-cuan 
hay doan-the vi-pham difiu 1 dUdng nhl6n bj. gial-tan, va 
tai-san bj t^ch thSu. 

Thu-tLfdng 86 ra sAc-lJnh An-dJ.nh th^-thifc 
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th^nh-tqan^tai-san cua cac t!f-chutc, hijp-hji, cd-quan hay 
doan-the noi tr€n. 

Siluth^tba.- Ngogii trur trtf^ng-hijp c6 th^ ap- 
dyng I>v 47 ngay 21 thang tarn nSm 19^6 v^^an-ninh qu6c- 
nno^l, 019! vi-ph§m Lu§t nay se bj. ph^t tu tuf 1 num t6i 5 
nam, Ngoai ra con c6 thi tuydn-phan cac phu-hinh d^-li§u 
trong dilu 42 Hlnh-lu^t canh-cai hay diSu 2? Hoang-vift 
Hlnh-lu^t. 

Bllu thi^ tiX >» Toa-an Qufln-s^ M^t Tr^n, trong 
8u6t ^hd\ gian CO tinh-trang khon-trUdng, 96 thara-quyen 
xet-xu ^ac tfl-tr^ng qui-dj^^ trong Lujt nay, do bj-can 
ph^ra qua-tang t^i lanh-tho Vung Chi^n-thi^ft , theo cac the- 
thilc qui-djnh trong ^^c-lufit eo 11/62 ngay 21 thang nam 
nAm 1962 thilt-l^p Toa-an t^uAn-ev? t^l h§it-tr$n. 

n4u khOng phai phara-phap qui-tang ho3c t^on^ 
ttnh-tr§Ln^ blnh-thif3ng thi nfl-vy thu^c tham-quyen Toa-an 
Qii&n-B^ xet-xu. 

Diiu th\lt nam ." Luft nay dU^c ban-hanh theo 
thu-tyc kh&-c5p va se ddng vao C6ng-bao Vl§t-Nam Cfng- 
Hoa. 

Sai-gon, ngay 17 thang n&m nam 1965 
FUAD KBAC S&U 
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APPEMDIX "I" 



REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
NATIONAL DIRECTORY COUNCIL 
THE CHAIRMAN'S OFPICI 

Decr«»-Law No. 015/66 of 21 April 1966 prescrlblDg 
punitive Beasures for de»erter« and acco«pllc«« in 
w«r-tl»e . 

TH E CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL DIRECTOKY COUWCIL 

Considering Provlalonal Constitutional Act of 
19 June 1965. 

^onBiderinf Dec la Ion No. 3-QLVlfCH/9D of H June 
1965 of the General Asaeably of IVNAF preacribing the 
creation and the coapoaitlon of the National Dlrectorr 

Council. 

Considering Ordinance No. 8 of 14 Hay 1951 proaul- 
gatlng the Code of Militarr Justice. 

Considering Decree-Lav No. 11/62 of 21 Hay lf62 

prescribing the activation of Military Field-Oourta. 

Considering Ordinance No. Ol-UBLOQG of 24 June 
1985 proclalMlng the State of war over the whole terri- 
tory of the Republic of Vietnaa. 

Upon recoaaendation of the ChalrMUi of the Central 
Executive Coaalttee, 

After deliberations and vote of the National 

Directory Council. 

IS8UI8 THI FOLLOWING 

DICin-LAV 

AR TICLE 1 . As long as the State of war lasts aa 

proclaTaed over the territory of the Republic of fietnao 
and froa the date of proaulgatlon of the present Decree- 
Law, all eiUtary peraonnel guilty of deaertion, all 
abettors and accoaplicee of deserters shall be sentenced 
in accordance with the special punitive aeasures as set 
forth belov: 

ARTI CLE 2 . Punishaents for desertion shall be as 
f ol lows : 

- Death: If the deeerter abandoned his unit to 
Join the eneay or the rebels. 

- Hard labor for life: If he deserted in presence 
of the eneay or rebels. 

- Hard labor f or a apeclfied d uration: If he 
deserted whl le 1»I¥ uni t was being eiiKeged In operation 
or has received orders to enKage operations. 
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- 5 y ears of aolitary conflnew e nt with hard labor 
In case he deserted while his unit was not enKaged in 
operations or If he deserted In such circuMHtances as 
are specified in the Code of Military Justice and the 
punlshaents prescribed therein are lighter than that 
provided herein. 

ARTICLE 3. When serving their sentence, convicted 
deserTei-s shall not be kept in Jails but shall be sent 
directly to th« field to serve In special Field Labor 
Battalions. 

ARTICLE 4. Convicted deserters shall autoaatical ly 
receive the supplementary punishvent of Military degrada- 
tion, be deprived of their rights to pay and allowances 
and in case of death shall t>e deprived of their rights 
to be recognized as having died for the Country, and of 
the right to any subsidy of any kind for the widow. In 
case of wound or infiraity, they shall not be entitled 
to any subsidy or compensation allowance. 

ARTICLE 5. While serving their sentence, if they 
escape! 

- The first tiae, the sentence previously adjudged 
shall be doubled; 

- The second time, they shall be sentenced to 
death. 

ARTICLE 6. In case they already have been convicted 
for desertion and sentenced in application of punitive 
■easures specified in the present decree law, and have 
thereafter been rehabilitated, if they desert again the 
sentence shall increase by one degree. 

ARTICLE 7 . 

a. Any person who by whatever seans, whether 
effective or not, incites or promotes desertion shall 
if he is ailitary be sentenced to the ease sentence 

as adjudged to the deserter and shall serve his sentence 
the same way as does the deserter; if he Is a civilian, 
he shall be sentenced to 5 years of solitary confinement 
V 1 th hard labow^ 

b. Any person convicted of having intentionally 
given assistance of any kind, hartwred a deserter or 
concealed a deserter shall, if he is military, be 
sentenced to the same punishment as adjudged to the 
deserter; he shall serve his sentence the same way as 
does the deserter. If he is a civilian he shall b« 
sentenced to 5 years of solitary confinement with hard 
labor. 

c. As for commercial industrial firms and liberal 
profession practitioners, the court say either order 
the closing of the firms or the cessation of practice, 
or the temporary suspension thereof. 
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ARTICLE 8 . Military Field-Courts, as loDg as this 

Decree-i-aw is effective, shall have Jurisdiction over 
all the aforesaid offenders, in accordance with the 
conditions set forth in Decree-Law No. 11/62 dated 21 May 
1962 ordering the establishment of Military Field Courts. 

ARTICLE 9 . In case their guilt is recofsized by 
the Courts, no mitigating circumstances may be considered 
in favor of the accused, except in case they have 
voluntarily turned themselves in. 

ARTICLE 10. AH previous articles in cosflict with 
the present Decree-Law shall be temporarily of no effect. 

ARTICLE 11 . Whenever the situation of the nation 
so allows, and in order to restore normal legal processes, 
another Decree- Law shall be promulgated to supsrseds the 
present Decree-Law. 

ARTICLE 12 . The Chairman of the Central Bxecutlve 
Committee is, in accordance with his official duties, 
charged with the execution of the present Decree-Law! 

The present Decree-Law shall be published in the 
Republic of Vietnam Official Gazette. 

{ 

Saigon, 21 April 196« 

Signed: Major General RCUTlll V THIBU 
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b) . Bit cur ng^di nao^c6^tlnh^glup phudng-tifn, 
chia ch4p ho§c che cho cho ke dao ngu ph^m tfi^hojc trdn 
tranh^^neu la qufin-nhfiij 8| cung hlnh-ph^t va cach^thu 
hinh danh cho qu^-nh^ dao-ngu; n$u la thifoDg ddn se b{ 
xu ph^t ^ ndm c&m c6. 

c) .^D6i vdl cac xi-n^hl^p thiidnK-m^i. ky~ngh{ va 
cac ngii^i hanb ngh^^tyf-do, Toa-an c6 the tiiyen dong cufa 
xi~iif^hi§p hay can hanb nghi trong mjt th3i glan hmi-hgin 
hay vinh-viSn. 

Dllu thuf 8 .^ To^-an QuAn-e^ M^t trjn, 
trong suAt ^bd^ ^ian SAc-luJt nay dtrdc thl-hanh, co thfim- 
quyen xet xU ya ap-dyn^ cac binh-pbat cbo cac can^nb^ 
da noi trSn ddy theo cac dllu-klfn in-dinb trong Sac-luflt 
s6 11/62 ngay 21 tbang n&m n&n 1%2 thiit-l}p Toa*an Qu&n 
8^ M^t tr$n, 

• Pilu tbur M?t kbi tpi tr^g «i^tfc xac- 

nh$n, !Joa kbOng du^c pbe^ cbo bj-can dudc bxiong ^rU^ng- 
h^p glam kbinh, iigo^i trtf trU^ng-h^p QiiAn-nbAn dao-ngu tyf 
y ra trinh dl(n* 

Dllu tbuf 10 . - NbGbg^dilu kboan trai v6l 
Sac-lu}t nay diu dif^c t^m axnb cbl ap-dyng. 

^ , i)l8u tbuf 11 , MJt khl t£nb-trang cbo pbep, 

va^de tai l|p binh-tbi^ong^cua lujt-pbap, mft S4c-luft 
Icbac minb-tbi. tuyin-b6 buy bo sAc-lu^t nay ee dutfc cdng- 
bo. 

Dllu tba 12 . ~ 9bu-tlcb Oy-bai^ Hanb-phap 
Tming-udng lanb. nbigm-vv tbl-banb Sac-lu|lt nay, 

Sic-lu^t nay dU^c dSing vao COng-bao Viet- 
nam C(ng~hoa. 

Sal-gon, ngay 21 tbang tif nftni 1966 
Trung-tu6ng NGUrfiN VAN THI^U 
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APPEKDIX "J 



to fh« ? 24 September 1966 delegatln. 

ordi^ 1"*"*^^ H-tlonal Security th. authority ' 
order deterrent .easure. «g«l„«t perMo> regarded »b 
dangerou. to the National Defen.e or Public ScurUy 



The PrlM Minister, 

- Considering Constitutional Act 4itted 19 Juae l»65, 

1985 ind°II!i-!''*"^'^"'' *001/./CT/U)QC/8L of 19 June 
If'lVlfTc^^^^^^^^^^ co-positlon 

.-e„d;dTL^--r-/^^^^ 

coi^^^It^J"!! ^r^^'^r* ^or cerUln JfflnJ;. 

coMltted during the state of war. 

Issues the following Decree: i 
ARTICLl 1 . < 

s.»« ^Vl delegated to the Mftslster of 

Jatlonal Security the power to pronouncs by order the 
loi lowing deterrent seasures. of administrative 
internsent In a prison or compulsory residence In a 
designated area or banlshsent fro. certain local areas, 

IJ tL « r'.r''**'^ " * ^^""^ »»• exteaded' 

at the expiration. 

fnr hIJTh^"*!!*'*.?' *^"*>n»l Sscurlty sfll be responsible 
for deciding the disposition of objects, »oney or other 
property Involved in activities dangero^ to the 

°' ^^^^"^ Security, as prescribed in 
Article 19 of Decree-Law #004/66 dated ll February 1966. 

ARTICLl 2. 

nf inl^T "^"[■f*'' national Security sAd the Minister 

SJti ? *n accordance 

with their respective reaponsl bill ties. 

Thle Decree- Law will bs published psrsuaat to 
esergency procedure*. 



Saigon, 24 Septssber 1966 

Vice Air Marshal 
HGUY1SN CAO KY 

Signed 
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Appendix J 

KGHI-Dpra 86 17^/N$/AN nfray 24 thang 9 nam 1^66 uy-quyin 
< cho TtoG Oy-vlfin An-ninh duyjt-ky cac ngh^-d^nh 

an-tr£, ho^c ci/ong-bach ciX-tru, hojc bijt-tru 
khoi ndi cii-tru nh3ng^phan-t3 c6 hanh-djng^nguy- 
hiem cho quAc-phon^ va an-i^inh qOng^cfng va 
quy4t-dyih nhitg tai-yft dung vao cac ho^t-d^ng 
nguy-hiem cho qu6c-phong va an-ninh cOng-cJng. 

! Chiiu Odc-phap ngay 19 thang eau nftm 1965; 

Chi4u Sfic-l?nh 001-a/CT/L£)QG/SL ng^y 19 thang 
rtau nam ^965 va cac vfin-ki^n kl tilp An-d^nh thanh-phfln 
tfj'ban Hanh-phap Trung-iidng; 

Chiju sAc-luat b6 004/65 ngay 19 thang bay nftm 

1965 hS tuc bdi S&c-lujt b6 004/66 ngay 15 thang hai nam 

1966 quy-djjih chl-tai ddi r6i m^t b6 t?i danh trong tinh- 
tr^g chi4n-tranh. 



ninh duyft 

hoac bi{t-tru khoi ndi ca-tru tron^ nhong a^a-aiem cnx- 
dinh trong th3i hgn t6i da 2 nam^va co the gia-han mOi . 
t8i da 2 nam, nhibg phAn-tQ co hanh-dfng nguy-hifim cho 
quSc-phong va an-ninh cOng-cJng, cung quy6t-d;nh v6 nhiing 



thu^ng chiAu. 

Dilu tbU 2 .- T*ng Oy-vi^n An-ninh, T*n^ fty-vi«n 
Til-phap chiiu nhi?m-vv lanh thi-hanh ngh^-d^nh nay. 

Ngh4-dinh nay dLf(Jc dftng vao C6ng-bao Vi$t-nam 

C}ng-h6a . 

Sai-gon, ngay 24 thang chin nam 1966 
ThiAu-tadng RGUySn CAO KT 
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APPENDIX "E" 



DECREE LAW ^049/67 dated 30 October 1967 prescribing the 
establlBhnent of four editlonal Boblle Military Field Courts. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL DIRECTORY 

Conalderlng the Conatitution of the Republic of Vietnaa, 
dated 1 April 1967; 

Considering Decision #3/QLVNCH/QD dated 14 June 1965, aaended 
by Decision rZ/QLVNCH/QD dated 6 June 1966, of the RVNAP General 
Council prescribing the establlshaent and the cospositlon of the 
National Directory; 

Considering Decree <r001-a/CT/LDQG/8L dated 19 June 1965 pro- 
■ulgating the State of War throughout the territory of the Republic 
of Vietnas; 

Considering Ordinsnce #8 dated 14 May 1951 promilgating the 
Code of Military Justice; 

Considering Decres-Lav #11/62 dated tl May 1962 and subsequent 
docuaents prescribing the establishaent of Military Field Courts; 

Considering Decree (r205/CT/LDgG/8L dated 2 Dec««ber 1965 pre- 
scribing regulations governing the organlKatioo and responsibllltiea 
of agencies subordinate to the Ministry of National Defense and 
the RVNAF; 

Upon recoMaendation of the Office of the Prise Minister; 
After deliberation and approval by the National Directory; 
ISSUES THE POLLOWING DECRES-LAW: 

ARTICLE 1. There are hereby established four additional sobile 
Military Field Courts, for the trial of offenses against the 
National Security. 

ARTICLE 2 . These courts will be organized as needed, in the 

various Corps Tactical Zones. 

ARTICLE 3 . The Prise Minister, Ministers, and the Secretaries 
of National Defense, Justice, and Finance will carry out this 
Decree-Lav in accordance with their official responsibilities. 

This Decree-Law will be published pursuant to csergency procedure. 

SAIGON, 30 October 1967 



ADDRESSES 

Office of the prise Minister 

Cabinet 

Subordinate Agencies 

Office of the Deputy Prise Minister 

Upper House 
Lower House 

Ministry of National Defense 
Ministry of Justice 
Ministry of Finance 
Ministry of Interior 
Corps Tactical Zones 
Mayors and Province Chiefs 
Official Gazette 
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Signed: LT. GENERAL NGUYEN 
VAN THIEU 

OFFICIAL COPT 

Director of the Cabinet 
Signed: Colonel VU OUC NHUAlf 

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY 

Chief of Press Service li Official 

Gazette, Office of the 

Prime Minister 

Signed: HUYNH QUANG MINH 



APPENDIX 'X' 



REPUBLIC Of VIETNAM 
#21S/SL/Cr of 7 August 1964 



THE CHAIRMAN OP THE MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, 

- Considering the Provisional Constitutional Act #1 
dated 4 Nov 1963, aaended by Provisional Constitutional 
Act #2 dated 7 Feb 1964, 

- Considering the Decision of 30 January 1964 of 
the Military Revolutionary Council appointing Lt General 
Nguyen Khanh as Chalrsan of the MRC, 

- Considering the present serious situation re- 
quiring special aeasures In order to safeguard the whole 
territory of the Republic of Vletnaa against the co«- 
■unlats' Invasion. 

Issues the following Dscrs«-Law: 

ARTICLE I . There Is hereby proclalaed a State of 
Bsergency throughout the territory of Vletnaa, as of 
this date until further order. 

AR TICLE 2 . Any law or regulation which shall b« 
deeae9~necessary not to be appllsd mmj be declared 
tesporarlly suspended. 

ARTICLE 3 . The Prise Minister will carry out this 
Decree- Law by taking adequate aeasures to salntalo the 

security of the State and to safeguard the whole terri- 
tory of the Republic of Vietnam. 

This Decree-Law shall be published in accordance 
with emergency procedures. 



Saigon, 7 August 1964 
Lieutenant General NGUYEN RHNAH 
Signed 
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Appendix L 

VI$T-NAM cOKG-HOA 

36: CHU-TJCH 

HOl-DdHG QUili-i)Ol CACH-N4K0 

Chi^u cac Hl^n-urdc tgji thdl fl6 1 ngay 
^ thang 11 nam 1965 va sO 2 ngay 7 thang 2 nftm 1964; 

Chi4u quylt-dinh ngay 50 thang gl6ng 
nftm 1964 ciia Mfil-ding Qufin-dfi Cach-in^iig chl-d)^h Trung- 
tiidng NGUYJ5N-KHANH giQ chUc-vv Chu-tjch HJi-dJng QuAn-dfi 

Cach-m^g; 

, ^ Xet hljn tlnh khAi-trifdng^qudc-n^i va 

de bao-v| toan v^n Lanh-^ho Vl{t-nam C^ng-hoa trifSc hlen- 
h9a xfim-lftng cdng-khai cua i>4-qu6c C^ng-ean, 

b1c-lu£t t 

Dilu thif 1 ,- Nay tuy#n-^6 tinh-^r^^ kh^n-trifdng 
trSn toan Janh-thO Vi^t-nam CJng-hoa, k« ttf ngay c6ng-b6 
Sac-lu§t nay va cho tdl khl co Ifnh m6l. 

Dllu thu 2 .~ Lufit-1{ nao^xet ra cin ngixng thi- 
hanh se du^c tuy6n-bo t^ra ainh-^chl ap-dyng* 

£>liu thiif 3 *" Thu-tLf6ng Chanh-phu l^h trach- 
nbifim ban-hanh nhilng bijn-pbap tblch-utng de bao-vj an-nlnh 
va ianh-tho (^u6c-gla. 

S4c-lu}t nay se da^c cOng-bA theo thu-tyc 

khan-cfip« 

Sai-gon, ngay 7 thang tam nftm 1964 
Trung-til6ng NGUrfN KHANH 
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APPENDIX "M" 



Or dinance Ho. OI/UBLDQG of June 24, 1965 
Proclalalng « St m t e of War throughout the 
Republic of Vletnaa 



A RTICLE 1: There is hereby proclaiaed a State of 
War tHroughout the territory of Vietnam. 

ARTICLE 2 : During the State of War, the Central 
Executive Coaaittee is delegated the power to take 
appropriate Measures for safeguarding the territory 
of the country and the public security and order. 

ARTICLE 3 : This Ordinance is proaulgated in accord- 
ance with eaergency procedures. 



Chairaan of the National 
Leadership Co«Hittee 

Major General NCITVEN VAN THIEU 
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Appendix M 



CHd-TJCH 
61-BAH llHH-DiO QUdc-GU 

Chllu (T<3c-phap ngay 19 thang sau 
nam 1965 to-chutc cd-ciu QuAc-gla; 

Chilu dl-ngh}. cua H(i-ddng An- 
ninh Qu6c-gla, 



Dll^ thu I ,- Naj ban-hanh tlnh- 
trying chlln-tranh trdn toan lanh-tho Vi{t-nam Cpng-hoa. 

giluthfij.- Oy-n^f? fty-ban 

Han^-phap Tru^g-ucJng, suOt trong^thdl kr ^inh-tra^g 
chlen-tranh, ap-dung cac bidn-phap thlch-vXng de Dao- 
v§ lanh-tho vl tr|t-t^ an-nlnh cdng-cOng. 

, Dllu thijf Dy nay dU^c ban- 

hanh theo thu-tyc khan-cAp. 



Sal-gon, ngay 2^ than^j sau nflm 1%5 

^Trung-tu6ng NGUTBH VAN THlfu 
Chu-t^-ch Dy-ban Lanh-d^o Qu6c-gla 



vifcr-NAM cOng-hqa 

UY-BAH LANH-fiAO 
(iUdC-GlA. 

S6: Ol/mUQG 
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APPKHDIX "N" 



Code D' Ina tructloB Crlalnelle (Suite de U lol du 17 Noveabre 
TffOFl ■ 

( ARTICLE 106. Tout d<?po«lt«lre de la force publlque. et 

• mIm toute personne, "era tenu de saislr le prevenu surpris 

en flagrant d^llt, ou poursulvl, Bolt par la caliieur publlque, 
aolt dans les cae asslnllea au flagrant d*llt, et de le 
^ condulre devant le procureur du Rol (le procureur de la 

R^publlque), Sana qu'll solt besoln de aandat d'aaener, si 
le crlae ou d^Ut eaporte peine afflictive ou Infaaante. — 
Instr.ie, 30,40,41,; Pen. 7,8,475-l20. 

Lol du 20 Ma i 1863 

t 

, Sur r Instruction des flagrants dtfUts devant les trlbunaux 

correctlonne Is 

(D. P. 63. 4. 109). 

ARTICLE l*"". Tout Inculp^ arrets et ^tat de flagrant 
drfllt pour un fait punl de pelnes correctlonnel les est 
laaedlateaent conduit devant le procureur lap^rlal (le pro- 
' cureur de la R^publlque) qui I'lnterroge, et, a' 11 y a lieu, 
, le tradult sur-le-chaap i I 'audience du tribunal. 

Dans ce cas, le procureur lap^rlal (le procureur de la 
Refnibllque) peut aettre I'lnculpe sous aandat de depdt. 

t 

' ARTICLE 93. (L. 8 dec. 1897.) Dans le cas de aandat de 

' coaparutlon, 11 (le Juge d' Instruction) Interrogera de suite; 

dans le cas de aandat d'aaener, dans les vlng-quatre heures 
\ au plus tard de I'entree de I'lnculpe dans la aalson de d4p8t 

ou d'arr^. 

1 A I 'expiration de ce d^lai, I'lnculpe sera conduit, 

( d'offlce et sans aucun nouveau d^lai, par les solns du gardlen- 
chef, devant le procureur de la R^publi^ue, qui requerra du 
Juge d' Instruction I ' Interrogatolre iaaediat. En cas de refus, 
d' absence ou d'eap4cb^aent dOaent constat^ du juge d ' instruction, 
I'lnculp^ sera interrogrf sans retard, sur lea requisitions du 
ainlst^re public, |#r le president du tribunal ou par le .luge 
qu'il designers; i. defaut de quo! le procureur de la Republlque 
ordonnera la alse en liberty iaaediate de I'lnculp^. 

Tout inculp^ arrlte en vertu d'un aandat d'aaener qui, 
en violation du paragraphe pr^ce'dent, aura ^t4 aaintenu 
pendant dIus de vlngt-auatre heures dans la nalson de d6p6t 
ou d'arr#t sans avoir ^te' interroge par le Juge d' instruction 
ou conduit, coaae 11 vlent d'Are dit, devant le procureur de 
la Republique, sera consider^ coaae arbitralreaent detenu. 
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